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Abstract

The purpose of this research article were to present results of discourse analysis of
the posters campaigning for reducing alcohol consumption from 2015 to 2017based on the
concept of critical discourse analysis and to analyze social problems reflected in the posters
so as to persuade people to reduce their alcohol consumption. The discourses were
collected from a total of 43 posters from websites of three organizations: 1) Thai Health
Promotion Foundation, 2) Department of Disease Control, and 3) The Office Alcohol Control
Committee. The results of the study revealed that most posters focused on using law as
a threat to the alcohol consumers and the sellers who violated the law rather than
promoting health. In addition, the posters also aimed to convince people that alcohol
consumption is bad for health and may result in diseases leading to death. While Thai
society emphasizes the importance of festivals, alcohol consumption plays important part of
the celebrations. As a result, being intoxicated after the alcohol consumption is likely to
cause road accidents. However, the discourses in the campaigning posters were only one
dimension of thought and belief temporarily existing during a period of time.
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